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International Powerline Communications Forum

Westlands House, BB12 8JX, UK 

Admin@ipcf.org Tel: +44 (0) 707 122 7046  Fax: +44 (0) 707 071 10837
Mr Hendon
Radio Communication Agency

Wyndham House

189 Marsh Wall

London

E14 9SX

1st October 1999

Dear Mr Hendon,

First of all we would like to take the opportunity to introduce the International Power-Line Communications Forum (IPCF).  This is a new organisation of manufacturers, users and investors concerned with the development of Power-Line Telecommunications technology word-wide.  Membership is drawn from Europe, North America, Latin America and the Middle East and includes some of the largest utilities and equipment manufacturers in the world.  It has been formed by a merger of the PTF and the former IPF. We attach herewith a brief introduction to the IPCF and summary of it’s respective objectives.

Recently the conclusions of the Smith report, which is available on the Radio Communications Agency Website were drawn to the attention of our members.  These were discussed at recent meetings of our Regulatory Group.  Attached is a detailed list of our observations on this report and comments on its conclusions.

Two areas are of immediate concern to us.  Firstly the IPCF does not agree that the modelling of lampposts is realistic and secondly the treatment of ionospheric propagation is poor.  The IPCF is particularly concerned as both of these have been cited in press articles as contributory to long distance propagation form PLT systems.  Furthermore the IPCF is concerned that the software model may be used by uninformed users, who may then draw wrong conclusions.

In response to this the IPCF would propose a meeting with the Smith Group to discuss the report and its conclusions under RA chairmanship.

The IPCF is also concerned at the limits suggested by the report and believes that they would preclude the benefits available from this and other technologies.  The IPCF recognises the need to ensure that undue interference is avoided but believes that more appropriate arrangements would maximise economic benefits.  

As an international telecommunications organisation we would suggest that any national limits, which might be adopted, should not be more restrictive than those recommended by the ITU.

Please let us know if you wish to discuss our proposals further.

Yours faithfully

Juergen  Unfried,

David Healey, Co Chairmen IPCF


